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Abstract: This research aims to investigate and observe the occurrences of noun post-modifiers in three 

English news websites, namely BBC News, CNN and Al Jazeera English by selecting five news articles from 

each to discover the frequency of noun post-modifier occurrences. The paper is carried out in the realm of 

corpus linguistics which approaches the study of naturally occurring language through the use of corpora 

which are collections of authentic texts. The type of the corpus adopted in the study is the observed corpus. 

Fifteen news articles have been selected from the three English websites so as to make a corpus to be the basis 

of the data analysis. Then the articles are read and analyzed depending on using a researchers-made template 

to meet the specific needs in the data collection process to find out the frequency of the occurrences of noun 

post-modifiers and their types. A quantitative method is adopted in doing the research. The research tries, on 

corpus-based evidence, to find out the most frequent type of noun post-modifier in real written form of English 

language. The significance of the research can be seen in the framework of corpus linguistics and English 

syntax in that it originates from both fields, hence researchers in these two areas can take benefit from its 

findings. Depending on the results, the most remarkable finding of the paper is that prepositional phrases are 

the most frequently used post-modifiers in noun phrases. On this basis, the main conclusion of the paper is 

that prepositional phrases have the highest rate of occurrence among all the noun post-modifiers in political 

news. 
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1. Introduction  

The development of corpus linguistics brought important changes in linguistics and applied linguistics. 

Corpus linguistics, as defined by Huntson (2022), is an approach to investigate language: spoken, written, 

or signed, in which the collection of large quantities of naturally occurring language is involved so that 

later that language will be analyzed using a specific computerizing procedure in order to obtain 

information about how frequently the language occurs. According to McEnery and Wilson (2001), corpus 

linguistics has faced several changes in recent years and these changes have resulted in broadening its 

scope. Although corpus linguistics has a long history, the term itself is considered modern. Briefly, corpus 

linguistics is described as a language study depending on real-life instances of language use.  
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For Lindquist (2009), corpus linguistics is not considered a branch of linguistics but rather a methodology 

since he claims that corpus is not to tell you what is studied but provides a methodology that can be applied. 

In the same vein, in her definition of corpus linguistics, Huntson (2022, p.1) states that it is “an approach 

to investigate language.” Thus, she asserts the idea that corpus linguistics is a method. On the other hand, 

scholars like Tognini-Bonelli (2001) believe that it is a branch of linguistics. Additionally, McEnery and 

Wilson (2001) claim that there is no clear-cut answer to the matter as for them corpus linguistics can be 

both a discipline and a methodology. 

A corpus that is selected to represent a state or a variety of a language is defined as collecting naturally 

occurring language texts. In other words, it is the collection of the language in use (real-life or authentic 

instances). The size of corpora is important and the collections must contain many millions of words 

(Sinclair, 1991).  This definition partially matches what a corpus is, but it has drawbacks that need to be 

amended with other definitions. Bennet (2010, p.1) provides a better definition. He states that “A corpus 

is a large, principled collection of naturally occurring examples of language stored electronically.” Each 

word in Bennet’s definition carries important key ideas about what a corpus actually is.  

McEnery and Wilson (2001) simply claim that a corpus can refer to the collection of more than one text, 

but when modern linguistics is taken into consideration, this simple definition no longer works because a 

corpus tends to have more specific connotations than the definition suggests. In other words, according to 

McEnery and Wilson, there are certain criteria which a corpus should possess. These features are sampling 

and representativeness, finite size, and machine-readable form. These characteristics are similar to the 

ones Bonnet (2010) referred to in his definition of corpus.  

It is important to distinguish a corpus from a text archive. The chief difference between them is that a 

corpus is the collection of texts in an organized and principled method and later, it is benefited from for 

linguistic analysis. In contrast, an archive is referred to as a text repository, but it is not necessarily 

structured as a corpus is (Kennedy, 2014). Also, Leech (1991, p.11) suggests that “the difference between 

an archive and a corpus must be that the latter is designed or required for a ‘representative’ function”.  

As previously mentioned, a corpus is the collection of large authentic texts using specific software. It is 

obvious that corpora have important roles in researching, especially in linguistic analyses. It is necessary 

to figure out that there are different types of corpora. Also, each type of corpora is there to serve a specific 

scope of the language. Therefore, to find out the right corpus, one should determine their purpose because 

depending on the purpose, the type of the corpus may change. According to both Huntson (2022) and 

Bennet (2010), there are eight different types of corpora each of which is used for a specific aim. Here, 

taking the nature of the nature of the study into accpunt, the observed corpus has been adopted consisting 

of fifteen news reports which have been selected for the purpose of the data analysis.  

Now, turning to Noun phrases, they are essential in the English language since a considerable amount of 

the language is dominated by noun phrases due to their various forms and functions. Haan (1989) describes 

noun phrases as combinations of words having internal structures which could be determiners, modifiers, 

(pre-modifiers or post-modifiers), and a head which is the compulsory element to be present in noun 

phrases. As proposed by Greenbaum and Quirk (1990), the head is the most essential constituent of a noun 

phrase because the other components, namely determiners and modifiers, gather around it and it is the 
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head that determines the agreement in terms of number and person with the rest of the sentence. Aarts and 

Aarts (1982) state that the head, to which they refer as the dominant component, can stand alone and 

replace the entire phrase without the other elements around it.  

Modification is the process of adding information to a noun phrase unless it is non-restrictive. A noun 

phrase is modified either by a pre-modifier or a post-modifier. Greenbaum and Quirk (1990, p. 363) define 

post-modification as “comprising all the items placed after the head.” The rationale behind focusing on 

post-modifiers in noun phrases, especially in political news, is that they provide the reader with necessary 

information regarding the noun in question since the noun alone is not obvious to the reader and needs 

more clarification or description. According to Biber et al. (2009), post-modifiers are classified into two 

major groups. They are clausal post-modifiers and phrasal post-modifiers, as discussed below.  

1.1 Clausal Post-modifiers 

Clausal post-modifiers, as the name suggests, are sentence-like constructions which can be tensed or 

tenseless. Sentence elements such as subject, verb, complement, etc. can be found in this kind of noun 

post-modifiers. This class of post-modifiers is further subdivided into the following: 

1. Relative Clauses: This kind of clausal post-modifier is introduced by a relative pronoun such as 

who, which, that, etc. The relative pronouns function as subject or object. Depending on the 

meaning, a relative clause can be either restrictive or non-restrictive. If the head noun is recognized 

only with the relative clause, it will be a restrictive relative clause because it contains the information 

necessary to identify the head, e.g. the girl who stands in the corner. In contrast, the relative clause 

is non-restrictive when it just provides additional information not needed for identification, e.g. 

Christopher Columbus, who was an Italian explorer (Quirk et al., 1985). Huddleston and Pullum 

(2005) affirm that all relative clauses are finite clause modifiers.  

2. Appositive Clauses: This one can only be a post-modifier for an abstract noun such as peace, fear, 

fact, etc. Like relative clauses, appositive clauses can also be either restrictive or non-restrictive. 

They are introduced by a conjunction, (usually ‘that’), not a pronoun; which can also be omitted, 

e.g. The belief that he is a superhero is nonsense (Haan, 1989).  

3. Non-finite Clauses: The non-finite clauses are divided into three types depending on the first verb 

in the verb phrase. They are -ing clauses, e.g. the man walking down the street, -ed clauses, e.g. the 

car crashed in the accident, and to-infinitive clauses, e.g. enough money to buy, (Nelson & 

Greenbaum, 2016).  

1.2 Phrasal Post-modifiers 

This group of noun post-modifiers are smaller in size as compared to clausal post-modifiers; they may 

consist of only one word in certain cases. They are subdivided into some other groups. Huddleston and 

Pullum (2005) categorize this group into the following: 

1. Prepositional Phrases: A prepositional phrase starts with a preposition followed by its complement, 

the obligatory element, e.g. food for the baby. 

2. Adjective Phrases: The usual position of an adjective phrase is before a noun, but in some cases, it 

follows the noun and functions as a post-modifier, e.g. attorney general. 
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3. Appositive Noun Phrases: Apposition is the relationship which can be established between two noun 

phrases having the same reference, e.g. my friend, the doctor.  

4. Non-appositive Noun Phrases: Unlike appositive noun phrases, they cannot stand in place of the 

whole noun phrase, e.g. a rug this color.  

The paper aims to deal with the frequency of the occurrences of noun post-modifiers in English. The 

research question that the paper tries to answer is ‘which type of noun post-modifier is more frequent as 

compared to the others in English political news?’.  It is hypothesized that prepositional phrases, among 

all the other types, are the most widely used post-modifiers in English noun phrases. The reason behind 

developing this hypothesis lies in the experience of the researchers in dealing with English syntax in 

general. Thus, it can be generalized and transferred to political news as well.   

2. Literature Review 

Noun phrases are important since they domain a large portion of the English language due to their various 

functions in different positions. Thus, there have been many studies carried out in different countries 

concerning noun phrases and their internal structures. In this section, some studies which have been 

conducted on the occurrence of modifiers in noun phrases are reviewed.  

Ariwibowo (2017) did a research at Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. The aim of the study 

was dealing with the structure of post-modification in the English department students’ compositions with 

respect to the variability, complexity, and accuracy of the structures of noun post-modification in the 

Writing III class end-of-semester composition tests. Among fifty-four students joining the course, thirty-

four students accepted to become the participants of the study. The analysis of documents passed through 

four procedures to reveal the students’ understanding of noun post-modification. The results indicated that 

prepositional phrases were the most frequently used post-modifiers. Conversely, adjective phrases 

recorded zero percentage. On the scale of complexity, i.e. noun post-modification by one or two modifiers, 

the nouns with one post-modifier outnumbers the nouns with two post-modifiers with four hundred and 

eighty-eight occurrences (99.998%) as compared to one (0.002%).  

A corpus-based study was conducted by Hutter (2015) at Portland State University in the USA. A corpus 

of empirical research articles from the fields of applied linguistics and language teaching was used to 

explore the connection between article sections (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion) and six 

kinds of noun modifiers. The aim of this study was to find the differences in the occurrences of the 

modifiers across the mentioned sections and to explore the different structures of the modifiers. To 

accomplish this, she created a specific corpus to meet the objective of the study by collecting thirty articles 

from five journals in the field of applied linguistics. The results suggested that the frequency variation of 

relative clauses, -ing clause, and -ed clause were low across the sections, while noun pre-modifiers 

(adjectives) and prepositional phrases vary significantly across the sections.  

Pozdílková (2010) carried out a research aiming at finding the frequency of the occurrence of clausal post-

modifiers, namely relative and appositive clauses within noun phrases in newspaper reports. Pozdílková 

collected articles from the British broadsheet newspapers, the online versions of The Times and The Daily 

Telegraph. Also, the official BBC News website, news.bbc.co.uk, was used. The results of the research 
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indicated that the occurrence of clausal post-modifiers in the selected articles was high because the sample 

sentences were lead sentences occurring at the beginning of the articles. More precisely, with regard to the 

type of the post-modifiers, relative clauses were dominant since they contributed 90% of all the clauses 

found in the articles because relative clauses can modify numerous nouns, whereas appositive clauses can 

only modify abstract nouns. Thus, the occurrence of appositive clauses was lower. 

Another study was conducted by Kusuma in (2007) in Indonesia at Sanata Dharma University, focusing 

on the occurrence of noun phrases in five football news articles in The Jakarta Post published during the 

FIFA World Cup 2006 (from June until July 2006). The main aim of the study was to find the elements of 

the noun phrases which occur in The Jakarta Post football news. He concluded that the elements which 

mostly occur with noun phrases are the definite article as a determiner, an adjective as a pre-modifier, and 

the prepositional phrase as a post-modifier. Also, it was found that the most common type of noun phrase 

was the one consisting of only the head, hence, the average length of noun phrases is also revealed in The 

Jakarta Post football news during the FIFA World Cup 2006.  

Although the studies’ aims and contexts are different, some similarities can be extracted from their results. 

One of the mostly occurred elements with noun phrases in Kusuma’s study (2007) and Hutter’s study 

(2015) was prepositional phrases. Correspondingly, Ariwibowo’s study (2017) showed that prepositional 

phrases were the most frequently used post-modifiers. These common results between these studies 

suggest that prepositional phrases could be the mostly occurred post-modifiers in various contexts. On the 

other hand, differences can also be noticed between the results. According to Pozdílková’s findings (2010), 

the occurrences of relative clauses were the highest since they contributed 90% of all the clauses found in 

the articles, whereas in Hutter’s finding’s (2015) the occurrences of relative clauses were among the low 

ones. In a similar vein, there are records of adjectives as pre-modifiers in Kusuma’s (2007) and Hutter’s 

(2015) results, while there is no record of adjectives in Pozdílková’s (2010) and Ariwibowo’s findings. 

This reveals that the occurrences of relative clauses and adjectives may vary according to various contexts, 

unlike prepositional phrases which remain consistent.  

The above-mentioned studies concentrated on the occurrence of noun phrases and their modifications. 

Two of them, Kusuma (2007) and Hutter (2015), generally focus on both types of modifications, pre- and 

post-modifications, whereas Pozdílková (2010) and Ariwibowo (2017) investigate post-modifications. 

They are crucial to our study because they can provide a framework for us to see the different ranges of 

occurrences of modifiers. This helps us to find out if the field of political news, which is a different context 

from contexts of the above-mentioned studies, could yield different or similar results as our study is mainly 

concerned with finding out the most frequent type of noun post-modifier in written discourse, especially 

political news. Additionally, none of these studies investigated precisely the occurrence of noun post-

modifiers in political news in English news websites with a corpus-based approach. Thus, this research, 

adopting a corpus-based approach, tries to fill in this gap. 
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3. Methodology 

3.1 Instrument  

For the purpose of data collection, a template was designed, using Microsoft Word Document, which could 

meet our needs for this study and the template was divided into two major sections. The first section 

included general information, such as the news number, the news title, the website name, the URL and the 

date of publication, about the news articles chosen from the three English news websites. The second 

section was to collect information about the occurrences of noun post-modifiers in the selected articles. 

This section collects information about the two major types of post-modifiers, clausal post-modifiers and 

phrasal post-modifiers, as well as their subtypes. In this section, there are cells which show the number of 

the occurrences of each type of post-modifiers. At the end of the section, there is a cell that counts the total 

number of post-modifiers which occurred in the whole article. The template enhances the efficiency of 

data collection as it incorporates any necessary information regarding the data collected which are then 

analyzed for the purpose of obtaining concrete findings.   

3.2 Data Collection  

The type of the data collected are primary data. The data were collected from three English news websites 

to create the corpus. The websites were BBC News, CNN, and Al Jazeera English. Five articles were 

selected from each of them. The articles chosen were published from 28th of January 2023 to 15th of 

March 2023 (i.e. taking the first quarter of 2023 into consideration). All of the articles were from the field 

of politics and the lengths of them were similar in order to have a consistent result. The general information 

related to the news articles was recorded in the first section of the template which had been designed. 

Word tokens of the observed corpus are 7,486. The main criterion for selecting these three websites is 

their reputation and fame all over the world.    

3.3 Data Analysis 

The data analysis was on the basis of the data collected from the articles of the three English news websites 

through using a template to record the occurrences of noun post-modifiers. The data used are quantitative 

because they are numerical showing the frequency of the occurrences of noun post-modifiers. Based on 

the research question, the data were analyzed manually. In doing so, we got the total number of post-

modifiers of each of the five articles selected from the three different English news websites alongside 

determining their types. Then we collected the total occurrences of all the three websites to reveal the 

frequency of the occurrences and types of noun post-modifiers in the three selected English news websites. 

The issue of inter-rater reliability was taken into account and agreement was reached concerning the data 

analyzed.  

4. Results and Discussion 

4.1 Clausal Post-modifiers  

Generally, the occurrences of clausal post-modifiers were low. Starting from BBC News articles, out of 

153 occurrences of post-modifiers, only 39 occurrences, which count for 25%, were clausal post-
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modifiers. As for the articles selected from CNN, the number of their occurrences rises up to 95 

occurrences out of 268 occurrences of post-modifiers. This counts for 35% of the total occurrences and it 

is 9% higher as compared to BBC News articles. Surprisingly, the occurrences in the articles from Al 

Jazeera English are the same (95 occurrences) as CNN, but the frequencies of post-modifiers are higher 

which are 294 occurrences in total; this is 33% of occurrences in Al Jazeera English articles. Finally, the 

total occurrences of clausal post-modifiers from all the three websites are 229 out of 715 overall 

occurrences.  

Table 1: The Overall Occurrences of Clausal Post-modifiers 

 Clausal Post-modifier 

Occurrences 

Total Occurrences of Post-

modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News  39 153 25% 

CNN 95 268 35% 

Al Jazeera 

English  

95 294 33% 

Total  229 715 32% 

 
Considering the table above, we can see that CNN and Al Jazeera English are equally high in their 

occurrences as compared to BBC News which has the lowest record of clausal post-modifier occurrences. 

In the sections below, the results of the types of clausal post-modifiers will be discussed.  

4.1.1 Relative Clauses 

One type of clausal post-modifiers is the relative clause which is further divided into restrictive and non-

restrictive relative clauses. The total occurrences of relative clauses in BBC News articles are 22 

occurrences which create 56% of the total occurrences of clausal post-modifiers. Four of the relative 

clauses are non-restrictive, while the rest are restrictive. This is considered 18% non-restrictive and 82% 

restrictive. The number takes a boost while looking at CNN articles as the frequency of relative clauses 

increase to 43 occurrences which is considered 45%. Out of 43 occurrences, non-restrictive relative clauses 

are 10 which is 30%, whereas restrictive relative clauses are 33 which create 70% of contribution. As for 

Al Jazeera English articles, there is not a big gap if compared to CNN articles as the total occurrences of 

relative clauses are 44 which count for 46% of the frequency of clausal post-modifiers. 29% of the relative 

clauses, which equals to 13 occurrences, are non-restrictive and 81% of the relative clauses (31 

occurrences) are restrictive.  
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Table 2: The Overall Occurrences of Relative Clauses (Restrictive and Non-restrictive) 

 Restrictive 

Relative 

Clauses 

Non-

restrictive 

Relative 

Clauses 

Total of 

Relative 

Clauses 

Total Occurrences 

of Clausal Post-

modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 18 4 22 39 56% 

CNN 33 10 43 95 45% 

Al Jazeera 

English  

31 13 44 95 46% 

Total  82 27 109 229 47% 

 
As noticed, relative clauses record the frequency of 109 occurrences out of 229 occurrences of clausal 

post-modifiers. In other words, 47% of clausal post-modifiers are relative clauses. Also, restrictive relative 

clauses have a higher record than non-restrictive relative clauses in total and in all the three websites in 

isolation.  

4.1.2 Non-finite Clauses 

Another level of analysis is non-finite clauses which are categorized as -ing clauses, -ed clauses, and to-

infinitive clauses. Starting from BBC News articles, the overall 17 occurrences of non-finite clauses can 

be seen, eight of which are -ing clauses, following -ed and to-infinitive clauses the former having only one 

occurrence while the latter has eight occurrences from the total of 39 occurrences (43% of clausal post-

modifiers). -ing clauses and to-infinitive clauses are equally high with the percentage of 94, both 

combined. In the contrary, the -ed clause contributes with only 6% which is the lowest. The occurrences 

of non-finite clauses rise in CNN articles. The frequency is 52 occurrences out of 95 and it is considered 

54% of clausal post-modifiers. The -ing clauses and to-infinitive clauses have the highest frequency with 

20 occurrences for -ing clauses which create 38% and 19 occurrences for to-infinitive clause which gives 

36%. -ed clauses have the frequency of 13 occurrences and it is 26%. Lastly, non-finite clauses in Al 

Jazeera English articles have a lower record with 49 occurrences, 51%, than CNN articles, but higher than 

BBC News articles. The occurrences of -ing clauses are the highest with the percentage of 48 (24 

occurrences), whereas -ed clauses are the lowest with only five occurrences creating 10%. To-infinitive 

clauses have 20 occurrences which are counted for 42%.   
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Table 3: The Overall Occurrences of Non-finite Clauses (-ing Clauses, -ed Clauses, and To-infinitive 

Clauses) 

 -ing 

Clauses 

-ed 

Clauses 

To-

infinitive 

Clauses 

Total of 

Non-finite 

Clauses 

Total 

Occurrences 

Clausal of 

Post-modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 8 1 8 17 39 44% 

CNN 20 13 19 52 95 55% 

Al Jazeera 

English 

24 5 20 49 95 52% 

Total 52 19 47 118 229 52% 

 
To sum up, non-finite clauses have the total of 118 occurrences out of 229 occurrences of clausal post-

modifiers from all the articles selected. This creates 52% for non-finite clauses. Thus, it is obvious that 

non-finite clauses have the most frequent occurrences among clausal post-modifiers. Additionally, among 

non-finite relative clauses, -ing clauses have the highest record, while -ed clauses have the lowest 

frequency of occurrences in total.   

4.1.3 Appositive Clauses 

The last type of clausal post-modifiers to be analyzed is appositive clauses separated into restrictive and 

non-restrictive ones. There is something very important to point out about appositive clauses: appositive 

clauses have the lowest rate of occurrences in all the articles collected from the three English news 

websites. All the articles from BBC News and CNN have zero occurrences of appositive clauses including 

both types. In other words, from 134 occurrences of clausal post-modifiers in BBC News and CNN 

articles, there is no occurrence of appositive clauses in them. There are only two occurrences of appositive 

clauses, both of which are restrictive appositive clauses, in Al Jazeera English articles out of 95 

occurrences.  
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Table 4: The Overall Occurrences of Appositive Clauses (Restrictive and Non-restrictive Clause) 

 Restrictive 

Appositive 

Clauses 

Non-

restrictive 

Appositive 

Clauses 

Total of 

Appositive 

Clauses 

Total 

Occurrences 

of Clausal 

Post-

modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 0 0 0 39 00% 

CNN 0 0 0 95 00% 

Al Jazeera 

English 

2 0 2 95 2% 

Total 2 0 2 229 1% 

 
The results in the table above indicate a fact about appositive clauses: they have the least occurrence as 

compared to the other types. The reason is that appositive clauses can only modify abstract nouns as 

explained in the introduction.  

4.2 Phrasal Post-modifiers 

The second major type of post-modifiers is phrasal post-modifier with its four types. At this level of 

analysis, phrasal post-modifier occurrences are dealt with. In BBC News articles, the occurrences of 

phrasal post-modifiers are 114 out of 153 occurrences of post-modifiers which are 75% of the total. 

Secondly, in CNN articles, phrasal post-modifiers make up 173 occurrences (65%) from 268 occurrences 

in total. The frequency in Al Jazeera English articles is higher as they reach up to 199 occurrences out of 

294. This makes up the contribution of 67%.  

Table 5: The Overall Occurrences of Phrasal Post-modifiers 

 Phrasal Post-modifier 

Occurrences 

Total Occurrences of 

Post-modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 114 153 75% 

CNN 173 268 65% 

Al Jazeera 

English 

199 294 67% 

Total 486 715 68% 

 
Depending on what is available here, it is understood that Al Jazeera English articles, followed by CNN 

articles, have the highest rate of occurrences of phrasal post-modifiers. In the upcoming sections, the 

occurrences of the four types of phrasal post-modifiers will be discussed. 
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4.2.1 Prepositional Phrases 

Prepositional phrases are surprisingly high when compared to the other types of post-modifiers. 

Prepositional phrases alone have the frequency of 101 occurrences in BBC News articles where the total 

number of occurrences of phrasal post-modifiers is 114. This makes up 88% of the frequency in total. 

Furthermore, in CNN articles, prepositional phrases record 143 occurrences which create 82% of the 

occurrences whose total is 173. Lastly, in Al Jazeera English articles, out of 199 occurrences of phrasal 

post-modifiers, 170 occurrences were prepositional phrases which results in 85%.  

Table 6: The Overall Occurrences of Prepositional Phrases 

 Prepositional Phrase 

Occurrences 

Total Occurrences of 

Phrasal Post-modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 101 114 88% 

CNN 143 173 82% 

Al Jazeera 

English 

170 199 85% 

Total 414 486 85% 

 
To sum up, based on the data, it is revealed that prepositional phrases have the highest occurrences of 

phrasal post-modifiers in each of the five articles individually and all combined together as well. The total 

of prepositional phrase occurrences from all the articles combined is 414 occurrences, 85%, where the 

total occurrences of phrasal post-modifiers are 486.  

4.2.2 Adjective Phrases 

Adjective phrases are generally known to be pre-modifiers. However, it is not the case with them being 

post-modifiers since according to the data collected adjective phrase records as post-modifiers from all the 

news articles selected are very low. There are only three records of adjective phrases functioning as post-

modifiers from the articles of BBC News. This is only 2% of occurrences. Furthermore, the number is 

even smaller with CNN and Al Jazeera English articles where the former has two occurrences and the 

latter has one occurrence only. This makes up 1% of contribution for both.  
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Table 7: The Overall Occurrences of Adjective Phrases 

 Adjective Phrase 

Occurrences 

Total Occurrences of 

Phrasal Post-modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 3 114 2% 

CNN 2 173 1% 

Al Jazeera 

English 

1 199 1% 

Total 6 486 1% 

 

It is revealed that among phrasal post-modifiers, adjective phrases have a very low frequency of only 6 

records out of 486 records. We presume that the reason is because adjective phrases typically function as 

a noun pre-modifier rather than post-modifier.  

4.2.3 Appositive and Non-appositive Noun Phrases 

This is the last level of analysis for phrasal post-modifiers. Starting from appositive noun phrases, there 

are 10 records of them in BBC News articles which contribute 10% of the occurrences. The number goes 

up while looking at CNN and Al Jazeera English articles. Out of 173 occurrences of the former and 199 

of the latter, they both equally have the occurrences of 28 appositive noun phrases. It makes up 17% for 

CNN and 14% for Al Jazeera English.  

Table 8: The Overall Occurrences of Appositive and Non-appositive Noun Phrases 

 Appositive Noun 

Phrases 

Non-

appositive 

Noun 

Phrases 

Total Occurrences 

of Phrasal Post-

modifiers 

Ratio 

BBC News 10 0 114 10% 

CNN 28 0 173 17% 

Al Jazeera 

English 

28 0 199 14% 

Total 66 0 486 14% 

 

However, there is not a single occurrence of non-appositive noun phrases from all the articles and this 

indicates how infrequent and uncommon this type of post-modifier it is in news reporting language.    

4.3 The Overall Occurrences of Post-modifiers 

This section tries to provide a summary for the data presented in paper. The post-modifiers are divided 

into two major types which are clausal post-modifiers and phrasal post-modifiers. The total occurrences 
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of noun phrase post-modifiers are 715 from all the fifteen articles selected from BBC News, CNN, and Al 

Jazeera English. For clausal post-modifiers, there are 229 occurrences out of 715 records of post-modifiers. 

This means that 32% are clausal post-modifiers. Concerning clausal post-modifiers, non-finite clauses 

have the highest rate of records, which is 118, whereas restrictive appositive clauses have the lowest rate 

which are only two occurrences. On the other hand, phrasal post-modifiers have 486 occurrences out of 

715 occurrences and this creates 68% of the post-modifiers. Among the phrasal post-modifiers, with 414 

occurrences, prepositional phrases have the highest frequency, while non-appositive noun phrases have 

the lowest record of zero occurrences.  

Table 9: The Overall Occurrences of Post-modifiers 

 Clausal Post-

modifiers 

Phrasal Post-

modifiers 

Total 

Number of 

Occurrences 

229 486 715 

Ratio 32% 68% 100% 

 

Now, it is obviously understood that prepositional phrases are the most occurred and frequent type of post-

modifiers in the three selected English websites. The results obtained in this study are similar to those of 

Ariwibowo (2017), Hutter (2015), and Kusuma (2007) in that prepositional phrases are the most widely 

used post-modifiers in noun phrases. However they are different from those of Pozdílková (2010) in which 

relative clauses can be seen as the most frequently used post-modifiers of nouns in political news. To sum 

up, it is worth indicating that the results of the current study are in line with the hypothesis made in the 

introduction.  

Conventionally, there can be certain limitation in doing any kind of research. This is also the case with 

this research. The most outstanding limitation of the study was the issue of selecting the articles in order 

to prevent the existence of bias to the international as well as regional powers and governments about 

which the articles were published since political issues are very sensitive to deal with. Another limitation 

of the study was lack of sufficient previous studies closely related to the topic to be used for literature 

review. Due to the inevitable existence of syntactic structures in any written text, it is implied that 

numerous further studies can be done integrating syntactic phenomena to corpus linguistics in other types 

of texts such economy, sports, agriculture, etc.    

5. Conclusion 

Noun phrases are essential in English since a considerable amount of the language is dominated by noun 

phrases due to their various forms and functions. This paper aimed to investigate and find out the 

occurrences of noun post-modifiers in political news in three English news websites, namely BBC News, 

CNN and Al Jazeera English by selecting five news articles from each to discover the frequency of noun 

post-modifier occurrences. Depending on the results obtained, non-finite clauses have the highest record 

among clausal post-modifiers with 118 occurrences (52%). Also, prepositional phrases have the highest 

frequency among phrasal post-modifiers with 414 records (85%) of phrasal post-modifiers. Additionally, 

prepositional phrases record the highest occurrences of post-modifiers among all the fifteen political news 
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articles selected, whereas non-appositive noun phrases have the lowest record. The findings of the paper, 

implied by the results, parallel the hypothesis concerning the highest frequency of prepositional phrases 

functioning as a post-modifier in noun phrases. The linguistic implication that can be proposed from the 

research is that various and numerous syntactic issues are found in any type of written discourse, hence 

there is enough opportunity for further research in this field of language relating it to corpus linguistics. 

Finally, what is also significant to be mentioned is the limitation of the study: selecting the articles in a 

way that bias must be avoided.    
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Appendix 

The following is all the fifteen political news articles used as the data of the study:  
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