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Abstract: This research aims to investigate and observe the occurrences of noun post-modifiers in three
English news websites, namely BBC News, CNN and Al Jazeera English by selecting five news articles from
each to discover the frequency of noun post-modifier occurrences. The paper is carried out in the realm of
corpus linguistics which approaches the study of naturally occurring language through the use of corpora
which are collections of authentic texts. The type of the corpus adopted in the study is the observed corpus.
Fifteen news articles have been selected from the three English websites so as to make a corpus to be the basis
of the data analysis. Then the articles are read and analyzed depending on using a researchers-made template
to meet the specific needs in the data collection process to find out the frequency of the occurrences of noun
post-modifiers and their types. A quantitative method is adopted in doing the research. The research tries, on
corpus-based evidence, to find out the most frequent type of noun post-modifier in real written form of English
language. The significance of the research can be seen in the framework of corpus linguistics and English
syntax in that it originates from both fields, hence researchers in these two areas can take benefit from its
findings. Depending on the results, the most remarkable finding of the paper is that prepositional phrases are
the most frequently used post-modifiers in noun phrases. On this basis, the main conclusion of the paper is
that prepositional phrases have the highest rate of occurrence among all the noun post-modifiers in political
news.
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1. Introduction

The development of corpus linguistics brought important changes in linguistics and applied linguistics.
Corpus linguistics, as defined by Huntson (2022), is an approach to investigate language: spoken, written,
or signed, in which the collection of large quantities of naturally occurring language is involved so that
later that language will be analyzed using a specific computerizing procedure in order to obtain
information about how frequently the language occurs. According to McEnery and Wilson (2001), corpus
linguistics has faced several changes in recent years and these changes have resulted in broadening its
scope. Although corpus linguistics has a long history, the term itself is considered modern. Briefly, corpus
linguistics is described as a language study depending on real-life instances of language use.
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For Lindquist (2009), corpus linguistics is not considered a branch of linguistics but rather a methodology
since he claims that corpus is not to tell you what is studied but provides a methodology that can be applied.
In the same vein, in her definition of corpus linguistics, Huntson (2022, p.1) states that it is “an approach
to investigate language.” Thus, she asserts the idea that corpus linguistics is a method. On the other hand,
scholars like Tognini-Bonelli (2001) believe that it is a branch of linguistics. Additionally, McEnery and
Wilson (2001) claim that there is no clear-cut answer to the matter as for them corpus linguistics can be
both a discipline and a methodology.

A corpus that is selected to represent a state or a variety of a language is defined as collecting naturally
occurring language texts. In other words, it is the collection of the language in use (real-life or authentic
instances). The size of corpora is important and the collections must contain many millions of words
(Sinclair, 1991). This definition partially matches what a corpus is, but it has drawbacks that need to be
amended with other definitions. Bennet (2010, p.1) provides a better definition. He states that “A corpus
is a large, principled collection of naturally occurring examples of language stored electronically.” Each
word in Bennet’s definition carries important key ideas about what a corpus actually is.

McEnery and Wilson (2001) simply claim that a corpus can refer to the collection of more than one text,
but when modern linguistics is taken into consideration, this simple definition no longer works because a
corpus tends to have more specific connotations than the definition suggests. In other words, according to
McEnery and Wilson, there are certain criteria which a corpus should possess. These features are sampling
and representativeness, finite size, and machine-readable form. These characteristics are similar to the
ones Bonnet (2010) referred to in his definition of corpus.

It is important to distinguish a corpus from a text archive. The chief difference between them is that a
corpus is the collection of texts in an organized and principled method and later, it is benefited from for
linguistic analysis. In contrast, an archive is referred to as a text repository, but it is not necessarily
structured as a corpus is (Kennedy, 2014). Also, Leech (1991, p.11) suggests that “the difference between
an archive and a corpus must be that the latter is designed or required for a ‘representative’ function”.

As previously mentioned, a corpus is the collection of large authentic texts using specific software. It is
obvious that corpora have important roles in researching, especially in linguistic analyses. It is necessary
to figure out that there are different types of corpora. Also, each type of corpora is there to serve a specific
scope of the language. Therefore, to find out the right corpus, one should determine their purpose because
depending on the purpose, the type of the corpus may change. According to both Huntson (2022) and
Bennet (2010), there are eight different types of corpora each of which is used for a specific aim. Here,
taking the nature of the nature of the study into accpunt, the observed corpus has been adopted consisting
of fifteen news reports which have been selected for the purpose of the data analysis.

Now, turning to Noun phrases, they are essential in the English language since a considerable amount of
the language is dominated by noun phrases due to their various forms and functions. Haan (1989) describes
noun phrases as combinations of words having internal structures which could be determiners, modifiers,
(pre-modifiers or post-modifiers), and a head which is the compulsory element to be present in noun
phrases. As proposed by Greenbaum and Quirk (1990), the head is the most essential constituent of a noun
phrase because the other components, namely determiners and modifiers, gather around it and it is the
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head that determines the agreement in terms of number and person with the rest of the sentence. Aarts and
Aarts (1982) state that the head, to which they refer as the dominant component, can stand alone and
replace the entire phrase without the other elements around it.

Modification is the process of adding information to a noun phrase unless it is non-restrictive. A noun
phrase is modified either by a pre-modifier or a post-modifier. Greenbaum and Quirk (1990, p. 363) define
post-modification as “comprising all the items placed after the head.” The rationale behind focusing on
post-modifiers in noun phrases, especially in political news, is that they provide the reader with necessary
information regarding the noun in question since the noun alone is not obvious to the reader and needs
more clarification or description. According to Biber et al. (2009), post-modifiers are classified into two
major groups. They are clausal post-modifiers and phrasal post-modifiers, as discussed below.

1.1 Clausal Post-modifiers

Clausal post-modifiers, as the name suggests, are sentence-like constructions which can be tensed or
tenseless. Sentence elements such as subject, verb, complement, etc. can be found in this kind of noun
post-modifiers. This class of post-modifiers is further subdivided into the following:

1. Relative Clauses: This kind of clausal post-modifier is introduced by a relative pronoun such as
who, which, that, etc. The relative pronouns function as subject or object. Depending on the
meaning, a relative clause can be either restrictive or non-restrictive. If the head noun is recognized
only with the relative clause, it will be a restrictive relative clause because it contains the information
necessary to identify the head, e.g. the girl who stands in the corner. In contrast, the relative clause
is non-restrictive when it just provides additional information not needed for identification, e.g.
Christopher Columbus, who was an Italian explorer (Quirk et al., 1985). Huddleston and Pullum
(2005) affirm that all relative clauses are finite clause modifiers.

2. Appositive Clauses: This one can only be a post-modifier for an abstract noun such as peace, fear,
fact, etc. Like relative clauses, appositive clauses can also be either restrictive or non-restrictive.
They are introduced by a conjunction, (usually ‘that’), not a pronoun; which can also be omitted,
e.g. The belief that he is a superhero is nonsense (Haan, 1989).

3. Non-finite Clauses: The non-finite clauses are divided into three types depending on the first verb
in the verb phrase. They are -ing clauses, e.g. the man walking down the street, -ed clauses, e.g. the
car crashed in the accident, and to-infinitive clauses, e.g. enough money to buy, (Nelson &
Greenbaum, 2016).

1.2 Phrasal Post-modifiers

This group of noun post-modifiers are smaller in size as compared to clausal post-modifiers; they may
consist of only one word in certain cases. They are subdivided into some other groups. Huddleston and
Pullum (2005) categorize this group into the following:

1. Prepositional Phrases: A prepositional phrase starts with a preposition followed by its complement,
the obligatory element, e.g. food for the baby.

2. Adjective Phrases: The usual position of an adjective phrase is before a noun, but in some cases, it
follows the noun and functions as a post-modifier, e.g. attorney general.
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3. Appositive Noun Phrases: Apposition is the relationship which can be established between two noun
phrases having the same reference, e.g. my friend, the doctor.

4. Non-appositive Noun Phrases: Unlike appositive noun phrases, they cannot stand in place of the
whole noun phrase, e.g. a rug this color.

The paper aims to deal with the frequency of the occurrences of noun post-modifiers in English. The
research question that the paper tries to answer is ‘which type of noun post-modifier is more frequent as
compared to the others in English political news?’. It is hypothesized that prepositional phrases, among
all the other types, are the most widely used post-modifiers in English noun phrases. The reason behind
developing this hypothesis lies in the experience of the researchers in dealing with English syntax in
general. Thus, it can be generalized and transferred to political news as well.

2. Literature Review

Noun phrases are important since they domain a large portion of the English language due to their various
functions in different positions. Thus, there have been many studies carried out in different countries
concerning noun phrases and their internal structures. In this section, some studies which have been
conducted on the occurrence of modifiers in noun phrases are reviewed.

Ariwibowo (2017) did a research at Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. The aim of the study
was dealing with the structure of post-modification in the English department students’ compositions with
respect to the variability, complexity, and accuracy of the structures of noun post-modification in the
Writing 11 class end-of-semester composition tests. Among fifty-four students joining the course, thirty-
four students accepted to become the participants of the study. The analysis of documents passed through
four procedures to reveal the students’ understanding of noun post-modification. The results indicated that
prepositional phrases were the most frequently used post-modifiers. Conversely, adjective phrases
recorded zero percentage. On the scale of complexity, i.e. noun post-modification by one or two modifiers,
the nouns with one post-modifier outnumbers the nouns with two post-modifiers with four hundred and
eighty-eight occurrences (99.998%) as compared to one (0.002%).

A corpus-based study was conducted by Hutter (2015) at Portland State University in the USA. A corpus
of empirical research articles from the fields of applied linguistics and language teaching was used to
explore the connection between article sections (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion) and six
kinds of noun modifiers. The aim of this study was to find the differences in the occurrences of the
modifiers across the mentioned sections and to explore the different structures of the modifiers. To
accomplish this, she created a specific corpus to meet the objective of the study by collecting thirty articles
from five journals in the field of applied linguistics. The results suggested that the frequency variation of
relative clauses, -ing clause, and -ed clause were low across the sections, while noun pre-modifiers
(adjectives) and prepositional phrases vary significantly across the sections.

Pozdilkova (2010) carried out a research aiming at finding the frequency of the occurrence of clausal post-
modifiers, namely relative and appositive clauses within noun phrases in newspaper reports. Pozdilkova
collected articles from the British broadsheet newspapers, the online versions of The Times and The Daily
Telegraph. Also, the official BBC News website, news.bbc.co.uk, was used. The results of the research
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indicated that the occurrence of clausal post-modifiers in the selected articles was high because the sample
sentences were lead sentences occurring at the beginning of the articles. More precisely, with regard to the
type of the post-modifiers, relative clauses were dominant since they contributed 90% of all the clauses
found in the articles because relative clauses can modify humerous nouns, whereas appositive clauses can
only modify abstract nouns. Thus, the occurrence of appositive clauses was lower.

Another study was conducted by Kusuma in (2007) in Indonesia at Sanata Dharma University, focusing
on the occurrence of noun phrases in five football news articles in The Jakarta Post published during the
FIFA World Cup 2006 (from June until July 2006). The main aim of the study was to find the elements of
the noun phrases which occur in The Jakarta Post football news. He concluded that the elements which
mostly occur with noun phrases are the definite article as a determiner, an adjective as a pre-modifier, and
the prepositional phrase as a post-modifier. Also, it was found that the most common type of noun phrase
was the one consisting of only the head, hence, the average length of noun phrases is also revealed in The
Jakarta Post football news during the FIFA World Cup 2006.

Although the studies’ aims and contexts are different, some similarities can be extracted from their results.
One of the mostly occurred elements with noun phrases in Kusuma’s study (2007) and Hutter’s study
(2015) was prepositional phrases. Correspondingly, Ariwibowo’s study (2017) showed that prepositional
phrases were the most frequently used post-modifiers. These common results between these studies
suggest that prepositional phrases could be the mostly occurred post-modifiers in various contexts. On the
other hand, differences can also be noticed between the results. According to Pozdilkova’s findings (2010),
the occurrences of relative clauses were the highest since they contributed 90% of all the clauses found in
the articles, whereas in Hutter’s finding’s (2015) the occurrences of relative clauses were among the low
ones. In a similar vein, there are records of adjectives as pre-modifiers in Kusuma’s (2007) and Hutter’s
(2015) results, while there is no record of adjectives in Pozdilkova’s (2010) and Ariwibowo’s findings.
This reveals that the occurrences of relative clauses and adjectives may vary according to various contexts,
unlike prepositional phrases which remain consistent.

The above-mentioned studies concentrated on the occurrence of noun phrases and their modifications.
Two of them, Kusuma (2007) and Hutter (2015), generally focus on both types of modifications, pre- and
post-modifications, whereas Pozdilkova (2010) and Ariwibowo (2017) investigate post-modifications.
They are crucial to our study because they can provide a framework for us to see the different ranges of
occurrences of modifiers. This helps us to find out if the field of political news, which is a different context
from contexts of the above-mentioned studies, could yield different or similar results as our study is mainly
concerned with finding out the most frequent type of noun post-modifier in written discourse, especially
political news. Additionally, none of these studies investigated precisely the occurrence of noun post-
modifiers in political news in English news websites with a corpus-based approach. Thus, this research,
adopting a corpus-based approach, tries to fill in this gap.
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3. Methodology
3.1 Instrument

For the purpose of data collection, a template was designed, using Microsoft Word Document, which could
meet our needs for this study and the template was divided into two major sections. The first section
included general information, such as the news number, the news title, the website name, the URL and the
date of publication, about the news articles chosen from the three English news websites. The second
section was to collect information about the occurrences of noun post-modifiers in the selected articles.
This section collects information about the two major types of post-modifiers, clausal post-modifiers and
phrasal post-modifiers, as well as their subtypes. In this section, there are cells which show the number of
the occurrences of each type of post-modifiers. At the end of the section, there is a cell that counts the total
number of post-modifiers which occurred in the whole article. The template enhances the efficiency of
data collection as it incorporates any necessary information regarding the data collected which are then
analyzed for the purpose of obtaining concrete findings.

3.2 Data Collection

The type of the data collected are primary data. The data were collected from three English news websites
to create the corpus. The websites were BBC News, CNN, and Al Jazeera English. Five articles were
selected from each of them. The articles chosen were published from 28th of January 2023 to 15th of
March 2023 (i.e. taking the first quarter of 2023 into consideration). All of the articles were from the field
of politics and the lengths of them were similar in order to have a consistent result. The general information
related to the news articles was recorded in the first section of the template which had been designed.
Word tokens of the observed corpus are 7,486. The main criterion for selecting these three websites is
their reputation and fame all over the world.

3.3 Data Analysis

The data analysis was on the basis of the data collected from the articles of the three English news websites
through using a template to record the occurrences of noun post-modifiers. The data used are quantitative
because they are numerical showing the frequency of the occurrences of noun post-modifiers. Based on
the research question, the data were analyzed manually. In doing so, we got the total number of post-
modifiers of each of the five articles selected from the three different English news websites alongside
determining their types. Then we collected the total occurrences of all the three websites to reveal the
frequency of the occurrences and types of noun post-modifiers in the three selected English news websites.
The issue of inter-rater reliability was taken into account and agreement was reached concerning the data
analyzed.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1 Clausal Post-modifiers

Generally, the occurrences of clausal post-modifiers were low. Starting from BBC News articles, out of
153 occurrences of post-modifiers, only 39 occurrences, which count for 25%, were clausal post-
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modifiers. As for the articles selected from CNN, the number of their occurrences rises up to 95
occurrences out of 268 occurrences of post-modifiers. This counts for 35% of the total occurrences and it
is 9% higher as compared to BBC News articles. Surprisingly, the occurrences in the articles from Al
Jazeera English are the same (95 occurrences) as CNN, but the frequencies of post-modifiers are higher
which are 294 occurrences in total; this is 33% of occurrences in Al Jazeera English articles. Finally, the
total occurrences of clausal post-modifiers from all the three websites are 229 out of 715 overall
occurrences.

Table 1: The Overall Occurrences of Clausal Post-modifiers

Clausal Post-modifier Total Occurrences of Post- Ratio
Occurrences modifiers
BBC News 39 153 25%
CNN 95 268 35%
Al Jazeera 95 294 33%
English
Total 229 715 32%

Considering the table above, we can see that CNN and Al Jazeera English are equally high in their
occurrences as compared to BBC News which has the lowest record of clausal post-modifier occurrences.
In the sections below, the results of the types of clausal post-modifiers will be discussed.

4.1.1 Relative Clauses

One type of clausal post-modifiers is the relative clause which is further divided into restrictive and non-
restrictive relative clauses. The total occurrences of relative clauses in BBC News articles are 22
occurrences which create 56% of the total occurrences of clausal post-modifiers. Four of the relative
clauses are non-restrictive, while the rest are restrictive. This is considered 18% non-restrictive and 82%
restrictive. The number takes a boost while looking at CNN articles as the frequency of relative clauses
increase to 43 occurrences which is considered 45%. Out of 43 occurrences, non-restrictive relative clauses
are 10 which is 30%, whereas restrictive relative clauses are 33 which create 70% of contribution. As for
Al Jazeera English articles, there is not a big gap if compared to CNN articles as the total occurrences of
relative clauses are 44 which count for 46% of the frequency of clausal post-modifiers. 29% of the relative
clauses, which equals to 13 occurrences, are non-restrictive and 81% of the relative clauses (31
occurrences) are restrictive.
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Table 2: The Overall Occurrences of Relative Clauses (Restrictive and Non-restrictive)

Restrictive Non- Total of Total Occurrences | Ratio
Relative restrictive Relative of Clausal Post-
Clauses Relative Clauses modifiers
Clauses

BBC News 18 4 22 39 56%
CNN 33 10 43 95 45%
Al Jazeera 31 13 44 95 46%
English
Total 82 27 109 229 47%

As noticed, relative clauses record the frequency of 109 occurrences out of 229 occurrences of clausal
post-modifiers. In other words, 47% of clausal post-modifiers are relative clauses. Also, restrictive relative
clauses have a higher record than non-restrictive relative clauses in total and in all the three websites in
isolation.

4.1.2 Non-finite Clauses

Another level of analysis is non-finite clauses which are categorized as -ing clauses, -ed clauses, and to-
infinitive clauses. Starting from BBC News articles, the overall 17 occurrences of non-finite clauses can
be seen, eight of which are -ing clauses, following -ed and to-infinitive clauses the former having only one
occurrence while the latter has eight occurrences from the total of 39 occurrences (43% of clausal post-
modifiers). -ing clauses and to-infinitive clauses are equally high with the percentage of 94, both
combined. In the contrary, the -ed clause contributes with only 6% which is the lowest. The occurrences
of non-finite clauses rise in CNN articles. The frequency is 52 occurrences out of 95 and it is considered
54% of clausal post-modifiers. The -ing clauses and to-infinitive clauses have the highest frequency with
20 occurrences for -ing clauses which create 38% and 19 occurrences for to-infinitive clause which gives
36%. -ed clauses have the frequency of 13 occurrences and it is 26%. Lastly, non-finite clauses in Al
Jazeera English articles have a lower record with 49 occurrences, 51%, than CNN articles, but higher than
BBC News articles. The occurrences of -ing clauses are the highest with the percentage of 48 (24
occurrences), whereas -ed clauses are the lowest with only five occurrences creating 10%. To-infinitive
clauses have 20 occurrences which are counted for 42%.
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Table 3: The Overall Occurrences of Non-finite Clauses (-ing Clauses, -ed Clauses, and To-infinitive

Clauses)
-ing -ed To- Total of Total Ratio
Clauses | Clauses infinitive Non-finite | Occurrences
Clauses Clauses Clausal of
Post-modifiers

BBC News 8 1 8 17 39 44%
CNN 20 13 19 52 95 55%

Al Jazeera 24 5 20 49 95 52%

English

Total 52 19 47 118 229 52%

To sum up, non-finite clauses have the total of 118 occurrences out of 229 occurrences of clausal post-
modifiers from all the articles selected. This creates 52% for non-finite clauses. Thus, it is obvious that
non-finite clauses have the most frequent occurrences among clausal post-modifiers. Additionally, among
non-finite relative clauses, -ing clauses have the highest record, while -ed clauses have the lowest
frequency of occurrences in total.

4.1.3 Appositive Clauses

The last type of clausal post-modifiers to be analyzed is appositive clauses separated into restrictive and
non-restrictive ones. There is something very important to point out about appositive clauses: appositive
clauses have the lowest rate of occurrences in all the articles collected from the three English news
websites. All the articles from BBC News and CNN have zero occurrences of appositive clauses including
both types. In other words, from 134 occurrences of clausal post-modifiers in BBC News and CNN
articles, there is no occurrence of appositive clauses in them. There are only two occurrences of appositive
clauses, both of which are restrictive appositive clauses, in Al Jazeera English articles out of 95
occurrences.
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Table 4: The Overall Occurrences of Appositive Clauses (Restrictive and Non-restrictive Clause)

Restrictive Non- Total of Total Ratio
Appositive | restrictive Appositive | Occurrences
Clauses Appositive Clauses of Clausal
Clauses Post-
modifiers
BBC News 0 0 0 39 00%
CNN 0 0 0 95 00%
Al Jazeera 2 0 2 95 2%
English
Total 2 0 2 229 1%

The results in the table above indicate a fact about appositive clauses: they have the least occurrence as
compared to the other types. The reason is that appositive clauses can only modify abstract nouns as
explained in the introduction.

4.2 Phrasal Post-modifiers

The second major type of post-modifiers is phrasal post-modifier with its four types. At this level of
analysis, phrasal post-modifier occurrences are dealt with. In BBC News articles, the occurrences of
phrasal post-modifiers are 114 out of 153 occurrences of post-modifiers which are 75% of the total.
Secondly, in CNN articles, phrasal post-modifiers make up 173 occurrences (65%) from 268 occurrences
in total. The frequency in Al Jazeera English articles is higher as they reach up to 199 occurrences out of
294. This makes up the contribution of 67%.

Table 5: The Overall Occurrences of Phrasal Post-modifiers

Phrasal Post-modifier Total Occurrences of Ratio
Occurrences Post-modifiers
BBC News 114 153 75%
CNN 173 268 65%
Al Jazeera 199 294 67%
English
Total 486 715 68%

Depending on what is available here, it is understood that Al Jazeera English articles, followed by CNN
articles, have the highest rate of occurrences of phrasal post-modifiers. In the upcoming sections, the
occurrences of the four types of phrasal post-modifiers will be discussed.
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4.2.1 Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional phrases are surprisingly high when compared to the other types of post-modifiers.
Prepositional phrases alone have the frequency of 101 occurrences in BBC News articles where the total
number of occurrences of phrasal post-modifiers is 114. This makes up 88% of the frequency in total.
Furthermore, in CNN articles, prepositional phrases record 143 occurrences which create 82% of the
occurrences whose total is 173. Lastly, in Al Jazeera English articles, out of 199 occurrences of phrasal
post-modifiers, 170 occurrences were prepositional phrases which results in 85%.

Table 6: The Overall Occurrences of Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional Phrase Total Occurrences of Ratio
Occurrences Phrasal Post-modifiers
BBC News 101 114 88%
CNN 143 173 82%
Al Jazeera 170 199 85%
English
Total 414 486 85%

To sum up, based on the data, it is revealed that prepositional phrases have the highest occurrences of
phrasal post-modifiers in each of the five articles individually and all combined together as well. The total
of prepositional phrase occurrences from all the articles combined is 414 occurrences, 85%, where the
total occurrences of phrasal post-modifiers are 486.

4.2.2 Adjective Phrases

Adjective phrases are generally known to be pre-modifiers. However, it is not the case with them being
post-modifiers since according to the data collected adjective phrase records as post-modifiers from all the
news articles selected are very low. There are only three records of adjective phrases functioning as post-
modifiers from the articles of BBC News. This is only 2% of occurrences. Furthermore, the number is
even smaller with CNN and Al Jazeera English articles where the former has two occurrences and the
latter has one occurrence only. This makes up 1% of contribution for both.
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Table 7: The Overall Occurrences of Adjective Phrases

Adjective Phrase Total Occurrences of Ratio
Occurrences Phrasal Post-modifiers
BBC News 3 114 2%
CNN 2 173 1%
Al Jazeera 1 199 1%
English
Total 6 486 1%

It is revealed that among phrasal post-modifiers, adjective phrases have a very low frequency of only 6
records out of 486 records. We presume that the reason is because adjective phrases typically function as
a noun pre-modifier rather than post-modifier.

4.2.3 Appositive and Non-appositive Noun Phrases

This is the last level of analysis for phrasal post-modifiers. Starting from appositive noun phrases, there
are 10 records of them in BBC News articles which contribute 10% of the occurrences. The number goes
up while looking at CNN and Al Jazeera English articles. Out of 173 occurrences of the former and 199
of the latter, they both equally have the occurrences of 28 appositive noun phrases. It makes up 17% for
CNN and 14% for Al Jazeera English.

Table 8: The Overall Occurrences of Appositive and Non-appositive Noun Phrases

Appositive Noun Non- Total Occurrences Ratio
Phrases appositive | of Phrasal Post-
Noun modifiers
Phrases
BBC News 10 0 114 10%
CNN 28 0 173 17%
Al Jazeera 28 0 199 14%
English

Total 66 0 486 14%

However, there is not a single occurrence of non-appositive noun phrases from all the articles and this
indicates how infrequent and uncommon this type of post-modifier it is in news reporting language.

4.3 The Overall Occurrences of Post-modifiers

This section tries to provide a summary for the data presented in paper. The post-modifiers are divided
into two major types which are clausal post-modifiers and phrasal post-modifiers. The total occurrences
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of noun phrase post-modifiers are 715 from all the fifteen articles selected from BBC News, CNN, and Al
Jazeera English. For clausal post-modifiers, there are 229 occurrences out of 715 records of post-modifiers.
This means that 32% are clausal post-modifiers. Concerning clausal post-modifiers, non-finite clauses
have the highest rate of records, which is 118, whereas restrictive appositive clauses have the lowest rate
which are only two occurrences. On the other hand, phrasal post-modifiers have 486 occurrences out of
715 occurrences and this creates 68% of the post-modifiers. Among the phrasal post-modifiers, with 414
occurrences, prepositional phrases have the highest frequency, while non-appositive noun phrases have
the lowest record of zero occurrences.

Table 9: The Overall Occurrences of Post-modifiers

Clausal Post- Phrasal Post- Total
modifiers modifiers
Number of 229 486 715
Occurrences
Ratio 32% 68% 100%

Now, it is obviously understood that prepositional phrases are the most occurred and frequent type of post-
modifiers in the three selected English websites. The results obtained in this study are similar to those of
Ariwibowo (2017), Hutter (2015), and Kusuma (2007) in that prepositional phrases are the most widely
used post-modifiers in noun phrases. However they are different from those of Pozdilkova (2010) in which
relative clauses can be seen as the most frequently used post-modifiers of nouns in political news. To sum
up, it is worth indicating that the results of the current study are in line with the hypothesis made in the
introduction.

Conventionally, there can be certain limitation in doing any kind of research. This is also the case with
this research. The most outstanding limitation of the study was the issue of selecting the articles in order
to prevent the existence of bias to the international as well as regional powers and governments about
which the articles were published since political issues are very sensitive to deal with. Another limitation
of the study was lack of sufficient previous studies closely related to the topic to be used for literature
review. Due to the inevitable existence of syntactic structures in any written text, it is implied that
numerous further studies can be done integrating syntactic phenomena to corpus linguistics in other types
of texts such economy, sports, agriculture, etc.

5. Conclusion

Noun phrases are essential in English since a considerable amount of the language is dominated by noun
phrases due to their various forms and functions. This paper aimed to investigate and find out the
occurrences of noun post-modifiers in political news in three English news websites, namely BBC News,
CNN and Al Jazeera English by selecting five news articles from each to discover the frequency of noun
post-modifier occurrences. Depending on the results obtained, non-finite clauses have the highest record
among clausal post-modifiers with 118 occurrences (52%). Also, prepositional phrases have the highest
frequency among phrasal post-modifiers with 414 records (85%) of phrasal post-modifiers. Additionally,
prepositional phrases record the highest occurrences of post-modifiers among all the fifteen political news
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articles selected, whereas non-appositive noun phrases have the lowest record. The findings of the paper,
implied by the results, parallel the hypothesis concerning the highest frequency of prepositional phrases
functioning as a post-modifier in noun phrases. The linguistic implication that can be proposed from the
research is that various and numerous syntactic issues are found in any type of written discourse, hence
there is enough opportunity for further research in this field of language relating it to corpus linguistics.
Finally, what is also significant to be mentioned is the limitation of the study: selecting the articles in a
way that bias must be avoided.
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The following is all the fifteen political news articles used as the data of the study:

1. Boris Jobnson says be will find it hard to vote for Bishi Sunalk's Brexit deal

Boriz Tobnson has said be will find it "wery difficolt” to wots for Bishd Sunak's new Brexit
deal fior Werthem Ireland.

The former prime minister said the deal was "not about the UK taking back contral”.

It is the first time be has commented since Mr Sunak umvsiled the Windsor agresment on
Monday

The deal with the ETT aims to fix post-Brexit made problems in Northem Ireland

A spokesman for Mr Sunak said the prime mmister woald "continue to engaze with MPs®,
st wiould oot confirm when he had last spoken with Mr Jobnsen

The spokemperzon said Mr Sunak's deal remained “the best deal for the people of Warthem
Ireland and usinesses in Morthern Ireland™.

But in his spesch, Mr Jobmson said it was "a version of the solution that was being ofered” to
Liz Truss when she served as his forsizn secrsfary last year.

In a speech m Westminster, the former PM said- "This is the EU praciously uobending o do
what we want m our couniry met by oor laws but by theirs.

"Tm going to find if very difficult to vobe for something like this myself as [ beleve we
should have dooe something different *

The deal would act as a "a drag anchar oo divergence” from the ETU, he added.

"Hrexit is pothing if we in this country don't do things differently "

Mr Fohnson callsd for his conmoversial Morthemn Ireland Protocel Bill. which the ETT argued
would breach intemational law, to be restored if the new deal does not work oat.

The bill was scrapped by Mr Sunak. who told MPs his new deal "pafs bevond all doubt that
we've now taken back control”.

MPs are expected to have a vote on Mr Sunak's Windsor framewark in the coming wesks.
Mr Johnson could decide to abstain, rather than actively wodng against it

He remains an mfluendal force on the Tory backbenches it it appears the majoricy of the
pary's MPs will vote for the new deal.

Labour have also said they will back it, suarantesing thart it will becoms L.

Asked if he would retamn to frootline politics, Mr Johnson sxid it was "very, very unlikely I
will nead to do a big in palidcs again®.

Instead, he zaid he would focus on writing his memoeirs alengside campaisning for Ukraines,
Birexit and Levelling Up.

The Demorratic Unionist Party (DUP) - whose soppart is cracial resforing the power shaning
govemment in Northern Ireland - have vet to deliver their verdict on the deal

The Breumeer Enropean Research (ERUF) group of Tory MPs bave hired lawyers to stody the
text in detail before announcing whether they support the deal.

M Sunak has previonsly said the pew deal is about "what s best for people in Warthem
Ireland" and mot “persomalities”.

He zaid the deal "will make a positive diffsrence for all” in Nerthern Ireland

The prime minister is willing te clanify any "misanderstandings"” about how the new Brexst
deal for Wonthemn Ireland will work, his official spokesman said.

1. Tumnisia ban: opposition protest as offvcials held
The Tumnisian sutharites have banmed an oppesiton rally that was dues to take place oo

Members of the oppesitton coaliton that called it are suspecied of crimes against the state.

A Tuomisian afficial said the coalitton’s reqoest for the rally had "pot besn approved as some
of itz leaders are suspected of plothing against state seoomty”.
In the past month, the mrthoritss have lamched a wave of amests of key figure: incluoding
rivals and cratics of President Eais Saied, with dozens of them held

Om Thursday, police arrested Sadok Chouron and Habib Ellouz - two senior officials of the
main gppasition parry Eonahda.

The party said the arrests were meant to "temorise the opposition” and called oo Tonisians o
join the planned prodesis.

The couniry has been in a deepening palifical and economic crisis, amid protests by
Tunisians frusoated with the econsmy and against Mr Sased's near-total power.
In 2021, Mr Saied shiat dewn the parliament and meoved to rule by decres before rewTiting
Tumisia’s consOimion
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3. Coalition betier than opposition - Plaid Cymro leader

Going into coalifion i better than epposition, Plaid Cymro leader Adam Price said after bis
party backed getting inte povermment as a means to achieve independence.

Party members endorsed the plan at party conference on Satarday.

The strategy suzgests that after an election Plaid would amm to be at least a jumior parmer with
2 laTper party in envermment

But Mr Price says the party's goal remains leading Wales.

There have been debates for years i Plaid about how nmich the party should co-operate with
Welsh Labour. Mr Price has ruled oot any coalitton with the Conssmatves.

Plaid is camently in a co-operation asyeement with Mark Drakeford's Walsh povemment.
Adam Price said there were three main pomis to the stategy: "Indspendance is our prmary
pIposes as a party; the mmportance of being in govemment as a means to achieve that, and
thirdly in order to becoms a party of povernment. we've ot to broaden the base of support in
all parts of Walss "

M Price said "obwvionsly” the party's goal remained leading a povernment in Wales.

"But when If's not possible in one step to become the leading party, then if's still better to be
in government as a parimer with others than the altermative, which is to have no imflience at
all in opposition.”

Plaid members azreed the srategy at a special conference in Llanelli which was closed to the
media It has not releasad the smatesy publicly.

The conference follows a smng of allagations of a texic colhare and miscondwot within the
party, with Mr Price telling delegates on Friday that the party must do better.

Earlier, the party's health spokesman F.h'Lma]JItn.m'lh called for Mark Drakeford to sack his

Hzalth Migistes Eluped Mor=ap over the crisis at Betsi Cadwaladr Health Board |

4. Xi Jinping begins hiztoric third term as China's president

Chira's leader X Jinping has secured a historc third temm as president from the country's
rubber-stamp parliament

It follows a consolidadon of power that has made Mr Xi, #9, China's most dominant leader m
EEnEranons.

In the Chinese syste=m of govemance, the fimctions of the president ars largely cersmonial.
i Xi's power comes from bim being General Secretary of the Communist Party and
Chairman of the Central Military Commission (CHC).

He was handed both posts at a party coneress last October.

Confirmation of his third term as president had besn widely expected. The naming of a new
premier and varkous ministers in the coming days is considered more Inporant.

The new appoinfess are mosily expected to be 3 finping loyalists. This inchades Li Ciang,
whao is tipped to serve as Mr Xi's nomber tano.

Omn Friday, Mr 31 has also samed another term as the chairman of the CMC of the People’s
Fepublic of China There are twoe CMCs o the country - one is a party organisation while
anather is a state institution - bt their make-up is usually the same.

Mir Xi has solidified his role as China reepens from his bruising zero-Covid policy that has
fuelled ani-povernment protests. The country is also facing a falling birth rate that threatens
its economic Frowih engne.

Ties between Beijing and Washinpton remain testy, recently hizhlishted by allegations China
had been spving oo the % with balloons.

"Whether a smengrthensd Xi and mereasing cenralisarion is sufficient to overcome these
problems - ar perhaps make them woerse - is mknown and perhaps not knowable at present,”
Ian Chome. a pelithcal scientist at the National University Singapere, told the BBC.

"In a s2n=a, Xi is befting that cenmalisation under the party with him ar the helm iz a solution
o these disparate issues,” be said.

The so-called Two Sessions of the Matenal People's Consress and the Chinese People's
Political Consalmtive Conference (CPPOC this week is closaly watched as it provides a
glimpse mto China's dirsction i the coming years.

Since Mao Zedonz, leaders in China had been limited to two terms m office. When Mr Xi
had this restricton chanped m 2018, it tansformed him info a figore with a reach wot ssen
since Chadrman Mao.

Alzo on Friday, the national legislanre appomnted Han Zheng, a 68-year-old former Politharo
Standing Committes member, 35 vice president.

The mmportance of the pesiten vanes since its functions are not fully defined However, the
last vice president, Wang Cishan, fromred Mr Xi's anti-comuption campaign, Chong said
Chances are that M1 Han will follow Mr 31's direction closely and enforce the president's
policies as neceszary, he added.
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5 Fmssia is still India’s larpest arms supplier, says repart

Fussia continnes to be India's larpest arms supplier, even thouogh its share of Indian defence
imports fell from $2%: to 45 betwesn 2017-2012, a report savs.

France came second with 287 of Indian arms moporis, displacing the TS at 11%. sadd the
Stockholm International Peace Fessarch Institote (Sipr).

Its ressarchers found India remains the world's largest amms uyer, despite an 11% dropin its
tofal weapons imparts.

Drelhi wants te diversify its imports partfolso and boost domestic capadity.

Experts say the drop m Fussian moports can be larsely attribwied to India's decision to look
for new suppliers and also encourage its local manofcmuming

Sipn said that Fassia's posifion as India's main arm supplier was "under pressure duoe to
srong competition from other supplisr states, increassd Indian arms producton” and
“constraints on Fussia's arms exparts related to its imvasion of Ukrams".

Maanwhile, France's defence exparts to India mereased by £50%: between 2013-17 and 2018-
12, the report said France ranks third in the kst of global arms exporters - behind the US and
Pussia, bai ahead of China and Germany.

Dielhi's arders to France included around 2 combar aircraft and four submariness, Sipn sxid.
The fall in Foossia's share coincides with calls for Delhi to take toagher a stand on the Ukrine
war.

Moscow has been a time tested ally of India and the two couniries have shared a close
defence relationship for decades - the Indian Armay is equipped with Fassian-made tanks and
nfles, while its air force uses Sukhed fizhter jets and Mi-17 belicoptars.

Drelhi has not explicitdy condemped the Ukraine war but bas talked about the imperfance of
“the TN Charter, intemarional law, and respect for the soversimnty and termitorial integrity of
states”,

The atmosphers was tense af a recent G20 meeting when top diplomats from opposing sides
met in Dialhi.
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6. Pentagon chief speals to Bnssian connterpart after drone incident

United States Secretary of Defense Lioyd Aunstin has said he spoke to his Fussian counterpart
following this week s downimz of a U5 drone over the Black Sea, which Washington has
blamed on Moscow_Austin told reporters that he spoke with Bussian Defence Minister Sergei
Shoizu on Wednesday, bat declined to provide additional details on their discussion. The rare,
high-level talks come a day after US officials said a Fussian jet made contact with a US MQ-
0 Feaper drope, forcing it fo be shot down. Moscow has denied that a collision ocoumed The
incident would mark the first ttme that US and Fussian military assets have made comfact
since the war in Ukmine bepan in Febmary of last year, and it has fuslled concems of a
potenrial escalation berween the mvo countries But Austin appeared to show restramt during a
news conference at the Pentagon, saying the U5 takes “any petential for escalation wery
senipusly and that's why I beliewe it"s important to keep the lines of compymication
open”."As I've said repeatedly, it's important that preat powers be modsls of mansparsncy
and communicadon, and the United States will contime to flv and to operate wherewer
internatiomal law allows,” Anstin said Contact berwesn the top US and Russian defance
officials bas been reladvely rare since Pussia laanched its full-scale invasion of Ukmaine on
Febroary 24, 2022 Anstin and Shedzu frst spoke about Foossia's effensgve m May of last
year, and in Cictober, they spoke rwice in three days amid a heightened threat of an escalation
in the conflict. Om Wednesday, Ausdn refterated the 1S version of what happensd over the
Elack Sea this week, saying a Russian fighter jet intercepted the US drone in intermational
airspace. ~This bazardous epizode is part of a patfem of azeressive, rsky and unsafe actions
by Faassian pilets in intemarional airspace ™ Austin said during the news conference alongside
S Jome Chiefs of Staff Chairman Mark Milley. The U5 officials alzo said the Bussian jet
dumped foel on the 530m drons before the collision. Milley said thers wers otill questions as
o whether Bussia meant to down the drone, even though the mements that led up to the crash
were “intentional " “We know that the mtercept was mtentional. We know that the aggressive
behaviour was intentional,” he told reparters. “You ve beard about the domping of fusl and
everything slse. We hawe widso evidence of all that so there™s no queston that that part of it's
imtemfional, ” he said “The actoal physical contact of the afrerafit — that, I'm not so sure. 5o
we'll have to fSgue that out.™ Milley added that recovery has been hampered by the fact the
drons went down in 1,219 to 1,524 metres (4,000 to 5,000 feet) of water, but said the US had
already taken measures to guard agaimst a ks of sensitive intelligence if the drone were to be
recovered by Russia “We're quits confident that whatever was of vabe is no longer of
vahe,” be said Milley added that he planned to talk to his Bussian counterpart, Valery
(rerasimov, the chisf of the (reneral S@ff of the Fossian armed forces, about the ncident.
Fassia has maintaimed that while its fishter jets intercepted the drome. no conf@ct was made
and imstead the US amrerafi went down durng a “sharp maroeuver™. It also has said thar the
drons enterad am area that was declared off limits by Fussian amthorites. Fussia has declared
broad areas pear Crimea off limits to flights. The 15 does god fecoapize Basaia's

annexation of Crimea following the invazion of the termitory in 2014, Speaking after being
s:mm.madh} the U5 D eparmment of State over the incident, the Russian ambassador to the
US, Anaioly Antonov, said he tald US officials that Fussia would “no longer allow anvbedy
o violate our waters”, the TASS news agency reported. Antonov said the drons “deliberately
and provecatively was moving wwards Enssian temmitory with transpenders nrned off™. He
z2id hiz meeting at the State Deparmment was consmuctive and the issue of pessible
conssquences for Moscow over the incident was not raizsed, the BIA state news agency also
reparted on Wednasday.
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7. “Changmg global order’: China’s hand in the [ran-Saodi deal

China’s efforts in Jrokenne 3 deal between Trap and Saudi Ambia have been seen by analysis
2 broader sizns of a “changing global order”. Dunng talks in Beiying on Friday, Saudi
Arabia and Iran apreed o re-establish diplomatic relations and reopen their embassies within
two months. The azresment also stipulated afimuing “the respect for the soversimty of stafes
and the non-interference in miermal afairs of states”. Inanian state media posted mages and
wideo of Ali Shamkhami, secretary of the Supreme National Secunty Council of Iran, shaking
hands with Saudi national security adviser Musaad bin Mohammed al-Afban, with Wang ¥i,
China’s most sensar diplomat, standing n befween. China"s role as a mediator in resolving
longstanding issues betwesn the regional foes had not besn made public prior to the
mnoancement. Wang reporfedly said Chma will confimae to play a comsimoctive role in
handlinz botspat issues and demonsrate respensibility as a major naten He added that as a
“pood-faith” and “reliable™ mediator, China has fulfilled #s dofies as a host for dialague.
“Low risk. hizh reward for China’

The twao Gulf couniries severed ties in 2016 when Saudi Arabia exscoted a prominent Shia
Mushim scholar, riggenng profests m Ian with protesters attacking its embassy m Telran
Both sides have siood on oppesing sides and engaged in proxy wars in many conflict zones in
the Middle East. In Yemen, with the war now well info its eighih year, the Houthi rebels are
backed by Tebran, whils Fiyadh leads a military cealition in support of the povernment.
Simce 2021, talks have been beld between both sofs of officiaks in Ing and Oman bt no deals
were reached Fobent Mozielnickd, senior resident schaolar af the Arab Geolf State Institate m
Washingion, D, told Al Jazeera the brokered deal is evidence of a growmg Chinese
presence and its increased inberest in plaving a role in the region. As the United States does
not have good relations with Iran, China is “in a goed position to broker an agrsement™, he
said. “Ti"s a relatively low-risk and high-reward acavity for China to enzage in because the
Chinese are not commifted to any particolar eutcoms,” Mogielnicki said. “Hemer diplomadc
linkazes betwesn Saudi Arabi and Fan will reduce the likelihood for regronal contlict and
will reduce rezional tensions. That's a pood thing for China, for the US and for regional
actars as well.” Sina ToossL non-resident semior fellow at the Center for Intemational Policy
in Washinston, DC, fold Al Tazesra that China has “a clear interest™ in mmproving ties and
stabiliry in the region as the Guolf is a vital sparce of energy for Befjing. which imponts energy
from Iran and Saudi Arabia. In 2012, when Zaudi oil aclities were targatad by the Houthis,

it temparanly affected the country™s oil production, leading to an increase in global oil prices
of more than 14 percent over the weekend, the bizeesf spike in more than a decade. Toossi
said this was “the worsi-case scenanio for China, that a conflict in the Persian Galf would
affect its enargy supply and economic inferssts”.
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8. Biden, Brazl's Lula vow relationship reboot at White Honse meet

Erarilian President Lydz Inacio Luls d= Sitea and United States President Joe Biden have
promized to kickstart relafions betwesn the two couniries, forusing on supporting demecracy
mnd combaiting climate change The pledze on Friday came during a White Hounse meeting
betwesn the mvo leaders, the first since the Brazilian president, commanly knewn as Lula,
took affice in Jarmary, replacins far-rizht keader Tair Bolsonaro. Lola and Biden hishbizhied
shared moals during the visit, with Biden apresing to visit Brazl i the fisthire. The tone was
a distinct departure from that during the adminiztration of Bolsonare, who maintained close
ties with Hiden's predece:.im former 175 President Dionald Tromp. Brazil “self-marginalised
itzelf for four years™, Lola told reporers, without doectly referencing Bolsonara, whao earned
the mickrame “The Tromp of the Tropics™ for bis combative sfyle and regularly [epeaiine
misinformation. Craring the poblic portion of the mesting, Lula said the former president”s
warld “started and ended with fake news m the moming, afismoocn, at nizht™ Biden laughed
mnd intenected: “Sounds famdliar ” The mesting came just over 3 month after Belsonare
suppertars stormead starmed the Congress, Supreme Court and the presidential palace on Jamary &,
that the military intervens and remove Lula fom office. The riot paralleled the
stomuing of the U'S Capitel on JTanuary 6, 2021, by supporters of Trump seeking to overnam
Biden's victory. “Both our mations” strong demecracies have been tested ... both in the
Umnited States and Brazml democracy prevailed ™ said Biden who is set to host co-host the
Washingion-created Summit for Demecracy, along with Costa Fica, the Netherlands, the
Pepublic of Korea, and Repablic of Zambia “We have some issuss oo which we can waork
together,” Lula tald Biden in tum.
Differences over Ulraine
The leaders alse dizonssed Fnssia’s ivasion of Ukraine, insecuricy in Haiti, migration, rada,
and United Mations Seoanity Coumeil reform, according to the joint statement The leaders
said they “deplored the vioation of the feritorial integrity of Ukmine by Fussia and the
mnmexaton of parts of its territory as flagrant vielations of meernational law and called fora
fust and durable peace”. 5S4l the leaders have been at adds ever how fo respond to the
Fussian mvazien Biden has spearbeaded a major Westem effort to rally behind Ukraine,
providing aid, heavy-duty weapons, military Taining and diplomatic support as the country
struggles to repel Fnssia. Brazil, meanwhile, is amonz several major democTatic counimies —
including India and South Africa — that have largely avoided providing marerial supporn for
Ukrame and hawve sent mixed political messages. The three countries are members of the
BRICS sroup of emerging sconamies, along with Fuszia and China. As a candidate, Lula
also drew jre from some Western counfries for sugsesting Bussia and Ukraine were equally
to blame for the mvasion. S4ll Lola has presented himsslf as a possible peace broker n the
conflict. After the meeting on Friday, Lula told reporters that be wanted to assemble an
international “sroup of counmies that aren’t directly or indirectly involved in the war of
Passia apammst Ukrine so that we can hawve a possibility to build peace™
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9. Tuorkey’'s opposition names Kilicdarezln as presidential candidate

Turkish opposition leader Kemal Eilicdaragha has been named as the main challenger to
President Fecep Tayyip Erdogan in a landmark presidential u.u:mla.m_nmn voie, affer
days of wrangling by a six-party alliance over the nomination. “Crr table is the rable of
peace. Our only goal is to take the country to days of prosperity, peace and joy,”

Kilicdarogln, chairman of the Fepoblican People™s Pary (CHP), wold about 2,00 people
gathered in Ankara on Monday. The head of the country™s second-bigzest party will aim to
defiat the president on May 14 in a tght race. The bloc has said it will reverse mamy of
Erdogan’s policies on the sconomry, civil ghes and foreipn affairs in what many sae as the
mast consegquential election m the republic’s 100-vear history. Kilicdarogha, 74, could take
advantage of vears of economic crisis and seanng inflation, as well as last

month’s devastating sarthquakes in the seuth that killed mere than 46,000 people and brought
crificism of the stabe’s response. Yet some doabt that the former economdst wh climbed the
ranks as a cormuption fighter can defeat Erdosan, Turkey's lonepst-serving leader whase
campaigzning charisma has helped hin win more than a dozen election victories.

Mediation efforts

Five parties i the oppesition coalidon had azreed en Filirdarozhs’s nomination on Friday,
Tt the plog splintered after Turkey's right-wing IVT Pary leader Meral Aksensr warned the
joint candidate risked losing the slection. The I¥T Party’s propesed presidential candidates —
Ekrem Imamoein and Mansor Yavas, the CHP mavors of Istanbal and Arkara respectively
— were oot accepied by the other fve parriss.

Al Tazesra’s Sinem Eoseegln, repoming from Ankara, said Filicdaregla “is known to have
lozt mearly every election” he has fourht But his pepularnty seared afier he staged a “Tostice
March™ from Ankam to Isanbal in 2017 to protest a crackdown on joumalizts and academics
following an atepoted coup Koseozlo said the TV Parry had oppesed the nomination after
polls sugzested Imamaoglo and Yavas had a better chance of winning A fier a tense 72 haons,
the alliance met azain on Monday and accepted an IYT proposal that Imamoghs and Yavas
waotld later be appointed as vice presidents. In hes speach, Eilicdaroghn said the leaders of the
other five opposition parties would alse serve as vice presidents. Turkey” s pro-Eudish
Peoples” Democratic Party (HDP) said it may also supparn Kilicdarogh in the presidential
glection afier “clear, open talks". “Cror clear expectation is a Tansiton for a smong
democracy. If we can agres on findamental principles, we mav suppart him in presidental
elections,” party co-leader Mithat Sancar said in a live broadcast on private broadcaster
Haberrork. Turkey”s opposition has cooperated mare clesely since its success in mking
control of major numicipalites, inchding Istanbul and Ankara, from Exdesan’s AE Party in
tha 2019 local elections. Bar the discord within the opposition alliance has raissd doubts
bt ifs ability to capifalize on the erosion m Erdoegan’s popularity shown by the epinion

palls.

IJSSES



International Journal of Social Sciences & Educational Studies
ISSN 2520-0968 (Online), ISSN 2409-1294 (Print), June 2024, Vol.11, No.3

10. Macrom says ers of French interferemce in Africa is “owver”

Prosident Exomanze] Macron bas said the arz of French intarferunce in Afrhica was “wall over™ as be
began a four-nation towr of the continent fo renew frayed Hes. Ant-Fremch sentiment has ron kigh
sonve former Afican colonies as the continent has become a remewed diplomaric batlsgronnd, with
BFussian and Chinese ixfluence growing in the maion. Macrea said Francs harboured no desire to
Teturn to past policies of interfering in Africa befors an eovironment semost in Gabeon, the St leg of
his toip. “The ags of Francafriges s well over,” Macron said in reparks fo the French commusiiy in
tho capital Likreville, refarring to Framce's post-colonisaticn stategy of supporting awthoritarian
lsaders to defund its interests. “Sometimes, I get the feeling that pxindwets bawen't mowed along as
much as we beve, when I read, hear and s pecple ascibimg mdsntons to Fance that it dossn't
hawe,” be added. “Francafriqne™ is a favourite target of pan-A fricanists, who have said that after the
wane of decolonisation in 1960, France propped wp dictators in its former coloxies in sxckange for
2ooess 0o reources and military bases. Macron and his predecessors, notably Francois Hollande, have
previcusly declared that the policy is dead and that France has mo isdestion of preddling in sovaraign
affairs.

Military revamp

Macron oo Meoday said thers would be a “neticeable reductics™ in Framcs™s roop preassacs in Africa
“In the coming months™ and 2 greater focus on taixing and equipping allied countries” forces. France
b i the past year withdrawn woops from foreser colonins Mali, Busking Fase axd the Contral
African Ropublic (CAR). The pollout fom Mali and Burkina Fase, where it soldiers were supporting
the Sabel naticns to batde a loag-mzming armed rebellion, came oo the back of a wave of lacal
‘hostility. In bis repzarks on Teursday, Macron insisted the planned recrganisation was “neither a
withdrawal nor dissogagement”, defining it as adapting to the nesds of parmars. Thesws Salds of
cooperaticn included Sghting maritime pimacy, dlegal gold mining and sevironmental crimes Enked to
megional drag trafScking, itwelf driven by 2 “tervorist mrovemsnt” in the Lake Chad ama, he said. Mom
than 3 000 French seldiers are deploved in Senegal, Tvory Coast, Gabon and Dijikent, according to
official §geres. The propowed revamp concems the Sret thres bases Tt mot Djibontl, which is crented
more towards the Indian Ocean. Another 3,000 moops are in the Sabe] region of Wast Africa,
inchading in Niger and Chad.

Forest protecdon drive

Macron landed in Librevills on Wednesday and will later bead to Angela, the Republic of Conge and
the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo (DR.C). His comeeats canw bafore sewvaral beads of
siabe wrare due to attend the One Fomest Summwit in Librenalle, which will foces oo presscving
mainforests that play a vital role in the global climate systam. The forests of the wast Compo River
Basin represent ame among the planet’s largest carbom sinks. Thery are also home to knge biodivemity
inckeding forest alophants and gerillas, 2nd bear maces of the settement of carly kumanity. But they
face threats such as poaching, deforsvtation for the oil. palm and mbber mdnstmiss, and tlagal logging
and mineral exploitation. Macron spoke of the challoanges of mebilizing intemmartional fnance as ba
and Gabomess sovironment printvher Les TWhite toured the Raponda Walker Arborotem, a prodecied
coustal area morth of Libreville. “We alway: speak of bilbions in cur supemits, bat people sos linle of it
on thi ground becauss the systems are mmperfect.” e said. Other presideats axpected to attend the
mmmit are bost Al Beago Ondimba of Gabon: Deads Sasson Maaesso of the Bepublic of Conge;
Faustiz-Archange Tomadera of the CAR; Chad’s Makamat Idris: Deby Imo; and Teodore Dédang,
Mmuama Mbasogs of Equatorial Guines. The gathering kicked off oz Wedne sday with sxchanges
between ministers, civil sociefy repreceatatives and axperts. Macron will head to the formeer
Pormmass cobony of Angola om Friday, whers he is set to stz an accond to dewlop the agriculmral
sector as part of a doive to enhance Fremch ties with anglophone and Poriugesse-speaking Africa. He
will then stop in the Republic of Congo, another former French coloay, where Sasson Mgasie bas
raled for a total of alesost four decadss, and noighbouring DRC. Last year, Macron joyred Camenoon,
Banin and Geinez-Bissan in kis fret ip to the contnent since wizzing re-slection, seeking to meboot
France's post-colonial relationship with the continent. The tour was to “show the commedtment of the
president in the process of enewing the rulaonship with the Afncn contineni”™, @ French pressdendial
official said, whe asked not to be named. It signalled that the African continent is a “political priority™
of hiz prezidency.
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11. Chima bzt more ICEM lannchers than TS, senior peneral tells lawmakers

A senjor American military officer notified lawmakers m Jamuary that China has more land-
based fixed and mobile interc ontinental ballistic missile launchers than the U5, according to a
letter sent to Congress.

The letter from Gen. Antheny Cotton, commander of US Strategic Command which oversess
the IS ouclear arsenal says that as of October 2022 China's myventory of land-based fixed and
mpbile ICBM launchers "excesds the mumber of ICBM launchers in the Unitsd States.”

The letter also says that China's does not have more ICBM: or maclsar warheads than the U175
A joint staremvent released oo Twssday by Bepublican leaders of Conpress' Armed Services
commirtess called the letter "a wake-up call for the United States.”

"It is not an understatement to say that the Chinese pockear modemization program is
advancing faster than most belisved possible. We have no dme to waste in adjusting our
nmuglear force posture to deter both Foossia and China. This will have to mean higher mumhers
and new capabilities " the statement said.

The details of the letter were first reported by the Wall Strest Jourmal.

Thougzh the U5 has larger maclear arsenal than China, Beijmg's efforts to modemize and
increase ifs ouclear capabilifizs have alarmed lawmakers and pamered the attention of U5
nuilitary leadiers. The news of the letter comes as tensions between the 175 and China have
increased over a suspecied Chinese surveillance balloeon the 15 mildary shot down over the
Atlantic Ocean on Samurday. The balloon resulted in Secrefany of State Antony

Blinken postponing his anticipated trip to Bedjing, calling the balloon's presence aver the
continental TT5A a "clear vielation of U5 soversiznty and intermational law . "

Chira has maintained that the balloon crassmz mtoe the US was "completely an accident” and
zaid on Sunday that China reserves "the nght to make further necessary reaction.”

ICBMs are a staple in the U5 maclear triad, which mchades muclear delivery systems on land
and in the air and s2a. According fo the Defense Deparmment. they are distributed across 400
"hardened, underground silos" with another 30 silos "kept in ‘warm’ status."

The US arsenal also inclndss more than a dozen submarines capable of unching ballistic
nuissiles and a fleet of muclear-capable bombsers.

The US stockpile of maclear warheads far surpasses China's; in 2022, the US had maore than
5000 total muclear warheads, with 1,644 of them deployed according to the Fedaration of
American Scientists. China, meanwhile, has recently surpassed 400. And while the difference
in stock is sisnificant, a Penftapon report released m November said China is building its
muclear stockpile at an mcreasingly fast pace, and could have roughly 1,500 maclear warheads
by 2035 if thev mamtained that pace.

"We see, [ think, a set of capabilities taking shape and new oumbers in tenms of what they're
loekmz to pursue that raise some questions about what thair intent will be in the longer term "
a senior defense official told repormers at the dme.
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11. Labor Secretary Marty Walsh expected to leave Biden adminictration

Labor Secretary Marry Walsh is expected to depart the Biden adminiztration soon. accerding
to two people familiar with the manter, marking the first Cabmet secretary departare of
President foe Biden's presidancy.

Walsh has been offersd a job heading the WHL's Players" Association, the people said. His
departare isn't expected to be announ: ed until after Biden's State of the Union address on
Tuesday evening.

The departure will mark a first for what has been a remarkahle stable Cabinet in Biden's first
twe years in office, but comes at a point officials note is historically marked by furnowver
inside any administration.

Inside the West Wingz, rwo of Biden's closest and most powerful adwisers — chisf of staff Ron
Elain and Brian Desse, the director of the National Economic Council, have annomnced their
departares. Flain's last day is Wednesday and Biden named Jeff Zients, his former Covid-19
response chief as his replacement.

The decision by Walsh, the former Boston mayer, will leave Biden without another critizal
adviser and Haizon to one of his most portant consttuencies: Untons. Walksh bas played a
critical behing the scenss role in addressing some of the most complex business and union
dizputes and crises over Biden's first ve years and was viewed inside the West Wingas a
key piece of the team inside the adminiztration.

A former top unson efficial kimself, Walsh brought a combination of political and laber bona
fides to an agency Biden made clear would be elevated in importance during his time in
office

As a politician, he has been open aboat his recovery from alcohel addiction and chammpioned
efforts to break the stipma surounding it

Two years after going to detox, he became a member of the Mazsachusetts House of
Fepresentatives. While in the smfebouss, be said, he decided to speak ot about hiz recovery
after hearing his mentor Kevin Fitzgerald, a former Massachuseits state awmaker, speak
openly about hiz own recovery.

Since becoming Laber secretary, Walsh says he's had conversations with different federal
amencies about recovery-Telated prosrams modeled after his work as maver. He was alsoa
central figure o key pegotiations between railroad companiss and union leaders o aveid a
srike in Movembar.

News of his departure was first reparted by the Daily Faceoff

‘Walsh and Biden hawe a Jongstanding relationship. When Walsh won Boston's mayeral racs
in 2013, the then-vice president called Wakh to conpramlate bim (bot first spoke with the
wrong Marry Walsh). Walsh was also a nimored peotential Labor pick in 2016 had Hillary
Clinton won the presidency.
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13, US savs Iranjan-backed militias ‘almost certainly” behind recent rocket attack near
US embassy in Baghdad

U5 Central Command said Wednesday that the Sunday rocket attack on Baghdad's
Intsrmational Zons near the L'S embassy was “almest certainly conducted by an Iranian-
backed rogoe militia group
Caprain William Urban, the CEMTCOM spokesman, said the 21 rocket attack was the
larzest rocket attack since 2010 on the area in central Baghdad, also known as the Green
Zone.
“While this 21 rocket artack caused no US injuries or casualties, the attack did damagze
buildings in the US Embassy compound, and was clearly NOT infended to avoid
casualtiss,” Urban said in a statement.
CENTCOM oversees US troops in the Middle East and Ceniral Azia.
“These groups are Iranian-backed because Iran provides both material support and
direction. Thev are rogue because they are actually acting on behalf of Iranian interests
and direction in a direct betrayal of Iragi soversignny,” Urban said.
The rockets fired into Baghdad s International Zooe on Sunday damagsd buildings and
cars in a residential area near the U5 Embassy, which said the attack “resulted in
enpagement of Embassy defensive systems™ and that the compound suffered slight
damage, but no embassy personne] were mjured. Tha TS Navy rarely discusses the
meovemsant of its submarines, but Monday's announcement alzo incloded details on the
wessal s capabilities, including its “ability to carry up to 154 Tomahawk land-attack
cruize missiles.” The CENTCOM statement followed a White House meeting earlier
pinesday where afficials discussed recent Imnian threats, particularly toward the U3
embassy in Baghdad, and options were discussed, an administration official tald CNM.
The standard option of striking back at launch sifes remains on the table, officials said,
bt no kinetic opiions were approved Instead, talks focused on increased efforts on the
diplomatic front and public messaging, the administration source said.
Later Wednesday, President Dopald Tromp used Twitter to deliver some of that public
messagmg i the form of a threat to Tehran, writing that he was offering “some friendly
health adwvice to Iran: If one Amerncan is killed, I will kold Iran respenstble. Think it
over.”
Unlike the statements from CENTCOM and Pompen, which artribated the attack to
Iran-backed militias, Trump accused Tehran directly.
“Crur embassy in Baghdad get hit Sunday by several reckets,” Trump wrete from abeard
Air Force Ome. “Three rockets failed to launch. Guess where they wers from: IRAN."
The President added that the IS was hearing “chatter” of additional attacks against
Americans m Irag.
Om Monday, a spokesman for Iran’s foreign minisiry denied Iran was bekind the Sunday
rocket bamage, saying that the Ianian embassy is in the same area and ooting that
“artacking any diplomatic mizssions and residential areas is wrong and banned by
international law.”
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14. Bidew to visit Peland arosnd Ulraine war anniversary

Prusident Joo Biden will wixit Poland this month to mark the cne-vear anniversary of Ensii's mmrasion
of Ukrzine, returning to the region au the war anbars a wolatils new phase withoeta clear path to
PeRcE.

Tha president is plannimg to viat Peland from Febmary 20-22. The White Houwse s2id he would mest
Polisk Presidant Andrzej Duda and cther leadens fom the segion. He'll daliver remasic: ahead of the
offcial anpiversary oo Febmaary 24.

"Ha wants to talk abowt the importancs of the mésrmational comeemity's resolve and wmity in
supporting Ukmine for now goime on a year,” saad Jobhn Eirby, the steiegic commusications
coordinater 2t the Matonal Secarity Comneil.

"Wealdn't it be great if the precident dide’t have to make a trip around 2 cne year anxiversary of 3 war
that zever should have started?” Kirby added. "Sadly, that's where we am.”

Eirby said Biden wonld send a exssage of contizmed U'S suppart for Ulcraine's offorts.

"Wa know the next weshs and mronths are going to be difficult and critical, sspecially for their own
forces, and the United States is going fo confinue to stand by themn ™ he said.

Cme year ago, Biden was egently warning a sometimes-skeptical world that a massive buildup of
Eussian roops along Ukmines borders was the precursor to war. At the time, even some inside his
own govermment questoned the ability of the Ukrainians to withstand an mvasion, predicting the
immineat fall of the capital Eyiv.

Ixtead, Ukraimizn Sghters have hald the capital and continue to resist Bussian atteo=pts to coatrol
territory, belped by a massive inflax of Westsm weapons, amorenition and equipzoent. The war has
become 3 grinding conflict that US efficials say conld last for meaths or sven yoam.

Ithas conse to shape Bideas forcign policy, the falleut reverbanting in tho global sconopey and
loading to newrfoemd uxity botweon the United Statos and is Europoan alliz:.

Biden's addes bave baen plazming for sveral weslks how they will mark the anniversary of the
imvasion, inchuding potentially a major addmss. They bope o emphacize the resilience of the
Ukrainian peopls while stressing the imvportance of unity in the encertain months abead.

Tkrainian Presidest Velodyeryr Zalansky is commanthy proparing for an expected Russian offansive in
the spring. appealing o Western govemments for additional assistancs and weapoary to belp sestain
the fight

He visited Londen, Pans and Brussals this week to deliver his mageests in parson, & mm Tmp outuide
his country that lend his appeals new ereency. Zelensky made his frst top cubside Ukrine to
Wahington late last vear, mesting Biden in the Chval Of5ce and delivering rumarks to Congrass.
His principal regeest has bsan more advanced weapons, including Bghier jets and tanks, which he
savs are Deeded to stzvs off Bossian advances. Whils the Brtish and French leadars have sounded
opan to sending jets, Biden responded "mo” last pronth whon asked if ho weould sand U5 F-16s.

He did agrea last month to prove sophivticatod M1 Abrapss tanks and has already provided Patriot
minsile defonte vysbems.

Wice Prosident Kamaly Harris is alwo expected to be in Farope this meonth attending the Muxich
Security Conference, where the war in Ulraine will ba the top sabject of discussicn among world
loaders.

Poland s a key MATD ally curmsartly housing thowsands of American troops that alse serves as a bob
for Wastern weapons transfars to Ukmime. U5 service members are alio taining Ukrainian roops
thers.

Biden last visited the country in March, tawveling near the Ulkming border to visit with US and Polish
trocps. Ho also met with minges: flesing Ulming after the invasion

Iz & major spesch delivered from the Keoval Castle i Wanaw, Biden said for the first time that
Eaussian President Viadimir Putin “cazmot remmain in power,” edging toward calling for regime changm
in Moscow.
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15. Biden malkes falze and mizleading claims in economic speech

President Jog Biden doliversd a Thuriday spes<h to bail acenomic progress during kiz
sdmizniztration and to attack cozgressional Kepublicans for thair proposals oo the sconemy and
the social safety nat.

Sopme of Biden's claims in the speech ware falis, mislsading or lacking critical context, though
othars were correct. Hare’s a breakdows of the 14 claims CNN fact-checked.

Infraziructure projecs

Teowting the bipartisan infrastractare law be signed = 2021, Biden said, “Last year, we funded
700,000 mzjor comstruction projects — 700,000 all across Amarica. From highways to afrparts
to bridges to tunmels to breadband.™

Facts First: Biden’s “700.0807 fipure it wildly ingccmrate; it adds an exira twe Teres o the
correct figure Biden wsed in a speech last week and the White House has alto wyed before:
7009 prejects. The White Howse acknowledged his missistemeni later on Thursday

By correcting the offfcial sranserips o say 7,000 racher tham 700,000, A cap om semiors’ drug
spending

Biden said, “WelL here's the deal: I pat 2 — wwe put a cap, and it"s now in effect — now in effect,
2z of Jamuary 1 - of §2,000 a year on prescription drg costs for semiors.™

Facts First: Siden 's cloims that thix cap (s mow in effect and thar 18 come indo sffect on Jamary
1 are felve. The 52,000 anmal cop contamed e the Tnfation Beduction Act thar Biden sigred
loxt year - on Medicare Part D enroilees ' out-afpocksr spending on covered prescripion
arugs — fpbes gffect fn 2025 The maxionnm may b igher thare 32 000 m subseguent pears,
since it is thed to Medicare Part [ 's per capita costs.

Vaccinadon: mnder Tramp

Criticiring forpser Proasidest Dozald Trump owver his handling of the Covid-1% pandepuic, Biden
said, “Back than, only 3.5 milkica people had besn - evea had their first vaccination, becamse
the other guy and the other team didn’t think it mattered a whole lot.”

Facts Firse: Bidem 15 free to crificize Trump s vaccine rellom, bt kis “oniy 3.5 mullion ™ figure
iz meivleadimg af best. As of the day Trump lefi ofice in Janugry 2021, abow 79 million people
had recerved @ frsf shot of a Cowld =19 vaccine, according to figures publiched by the Centers
for Diseare Contrel and Frevention. The “3.5 million ™ fnere Biden cited is, in reality, the
number of people at the time whoe had recefved two shors to complete thedr primary vaccination
L

Someone could perhaps try to arges that completing a primary series s what Bides meant by
“had thedr first vaccimaticn”™ - but he nsed a differsat term, “fully vaccizated,” to refer to the
roughly 230 million poacple in that very sams grewp teday. His comtrasting langaags mada it
sound like thare ame 230 million peeple with at least twro shots today verses 3.5 millicn peopls
with just cne shot when he took office. That isa™t tras.

Biliomsires asd tazes

Bidexs said Republican: want to cut taxes for billiozaings, “whe pay virtmally caly 3% of theix
incomse now — 3%, they pay.” Facis First: Biden's “"3%7 claim o= incorrect. For the second
Fme ir lesy fham a week, Sider fnaocurately descoribed @ 2021 fndimg from sconomisty in iy
administranion that the wealtest 400 blTorartre fimilies paid an averape of §.2% of thelr
mcome e federal matvideel ircome doves betecen X0 ard 2005, affer CNN moauired @b ourf
Hider's “3%" claim on Thirrsday, the Whrie Howse ppbiished o correcied off gl

framscripd fhat wses "N irstead Alvo, ity importam o note thar even thar 8% mumber

5 coRtfested, since df 15 an alfernalive cadowhation fhat mcludes mnrealized copitel gains thaet
are mot freaied av taeable ipcome under fegengl fre, “Bidan’s oumbars are way too low,”

said Howard Gleckmaxn, senier fellew at the Urban-Brookizngs Tax Pelicy Centur at the Urkaa
Imstitete think tank, though Gleckman alio said we don’t know precisely what fax rates
billicnamres de pay. Gleckman wrote in an smail: Iz 2019, Berkeley scenpmists Emmazmal
Sasz and Gabe Zecman gstimated the top 400 hewssholds paid an averags effective tax rate of
zhout 23 parcent im 3018, They got a lot of attention at the time becauss that rate was lower
than the average rate of 24 parcent for the bettors half of the income distribmtion. But it still
was way more than 2 or 3, or even B percent.”
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